
small number of members have 
gone to see it. We say “small” 
deliberately because we are treated 
like VIPs there and too many of us 
would simply put pressure on the 
organisers.

The town has its own festival in 
the summer, the Deichstadtfest, 
and again it is a great experience 
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2014 Events Diary

Herzliche Weihnachts- 
und Neujahrsgrüße 
an alle unsere  
Freunde in NeuwiedFun in the snow at Coney Hall

Wednesday, February 5: New Year Dinner at Zi Teresa 
restaurant in Elmers End

Thursday, February 27 – Tuesday, March 4: Karneval in 
Neuwied

Tuesday, March 11, Annual General Meeting, Bromley 
Civic Centre

Sunday, July 20: Rheinland-Pfalz-Tag and Deichstadtfest in 
Neuwied (town festival from Thursday, July 17, to the Sunday)

Friday, September 19 – Monday, September 22:    
BTTA biennial group visit to Neuwied

Biennial visit set for  
September weekend

Our BiENNial visit to 
Neuwied has been set for the long 
weekend of Friday, September 
19, to Monday,  September 22, 
2014. Two years ago, 60 of the 
association’s members  made the 
trip – can we beat that figure this 
time?

For the past two visits, we have 
been treated to really spectacular 
events – the Rhine in Flames 
spectacle from Bonn by boat, 
and then a trip down one of the 
prettiest and most historical parts 
of the Rhine past the Loreley rock.

So what do our Neuwied friends 
have in mind this time? We wait 
eagerly for the details. And if you 
would like to go, do tell us early 
as it makes organisation of the trip 
that much easier, and particularly 
the booking of the coach.

But what we are keen to stress 
as an association is that there 
are many other visits you might 
consider to really get to know 
and appreciate Neuwied and the 
historic Rhineland around it.

Every year in February or March, 
fanastic carnivals take place in the 
Rhineland and Neuwied’s is no 
exception – it’s a huge tradition. 
Each year in the past few years, a 

...and there are other festivities too to 
enjoy in our rhineland twin town

visiting this as long as our numbers 
are not excessive. Next year the 
festival coincides with the national 
day of the German state in which 
Neuwied lies – Rheinland-Pfalz.

And some members informally 
arrange their own visits to Germany 
e.g. there have two trips to Berlin 
in the past two years.

NO RISE IN OUR 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Sprechen Sie 
Deutsch?

uNlikE ThE big power firms we 
won’t be hitting you with a near 
10% rise or so. Subscriptions are 
unchanged as we end the year with 
a good financial balance.

Payment is due on January 1st, 
and a renewal notice is being sent to 
members with this newsletter.  

Subs are: Single £8, Family £12, 
Clubs and associations £16.

DEr DEuTSChE Stammtisch 
trifft sich normalerweise jeden 
ersten Dienstag im Monat.

Don’t be put off town twinning if 
you don’t speak German – you’re in 
the big majority.

Needless to say, many of our 
Neuwied friends speak very good 
English. But we have a number 
of members of varying degrees of 
fluency in the language. So if those 
members would like to keep their 
fluency up, then come along to the 
German “Stammtisch” group. 

The German above tells you 
that they normally meet on the  
first Tuesday of the month. The venue 
is the Orpington Liberal Club bar 
and the start 8.15pm 

For more details, contact Gerda 
Loosemore-Reppen on 01689 
859225 or 07989 375190 or e-mail 
g.loosemore@ntlworld.com 

“Stammtisch” is the German for a 
reserved table for regulars in a pub.

GOING ITALIAN FOR OUR ANNUAL DINNER

We have decided, after a lot of discussion, on a new venue for our 
annual dinner – Zi Teresa Italian restaurant at Elmers End. The date is 
Wednesday, February 5. The cost to members of a three-course meal will 
be £26.00. The gathering time is 7.15pm for a 7.45 start. The address of 
the restaurant is 141-143 Croydon Road, BR3 3RB. It is close to Elmers 
End train and tramline station and is served by the 54, 194, 356 and 
358 bus routes.

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BromleyTTA 
and on the web at www.bromleytowntwinning.co.uk
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Sporting year for town twinning
ThE yEar of 2013 marked a 
breakthrough for the association 
in sports partnership – surely a 
productive field for borough  sports 
clubs who seek to play abroad.

The Parklangley Club met the TC 
Neuwied tennis club in a return 
encounter in September after their 
tournament last year in Neuwied.

And we also made a fascinating 
breakthrough into football with the 
visit of Cray Wanderers to play the 
Neuwied district side FV Engers.

Cray lost 5-2 but we hope that 
the friendships made will lead to the 
fixture becoming a regular event for 
the two clubs.

Our committee member 
David Noble was instrumental 
in setting up the fixture and, 
following the tie, he and his 
wife Lynne donated a trophy 
which we hope will be played 
for annually. 

The Mayor of Bromley 
Councillor Ernest Noad took 
the cup over on his mayoral 
twinning visit and presented it 
to the FV Engers club.

Meanwhile, in tennis, the 
return match between TC 
Neuwied and The Parklangley 
Club proved a highly enjoyable 
occasion on the courts and 
socially. 

Parklangley won by 8-4 but 
afterwards the clubs continued 
the day in mixed teams to 
cement their friendship and 
then enjoyed an evening social. 

Top: TC Neuwied captain Urs Baumgartner with the 
Mayor of Bromley, Councillor Ernest Noad. Above, 
a friendly foursome: from left, Lily Krafczyk (TC 
Neuwied), Petra Herbst (TC Neuwied), Zena Wisdom 
(Parklangley Club), Gill Dawson (Parklangley Club)

Top: the new Bromley-Neuwied Football 
Trophy. Above, the cup is presented to FV 
Engers by the Mayor of Bromley (left) on 
his official visit to Neuwied

ThiS yEar’S Mayor of Bromley 
Councillor Ernest Noad has been very 
active on the town twinning front (as 
the photographs in this newsletter 
show) and he made a very successful 
official mayoral visit to our twin town 
– driving directly there.

The visit lasted four days, starting 
on October 9, and included meeting 
local businesses, sporting clubs, and 
politicians. 

The Mayor commented: “We were able 
to get a much better understanding of 
our twin town and the common bonds 
that are so important. We also enjoyed 
a range of social activities generously 
sponsored by the Oberbürgermeister 
and Freundeskreis Neuwied-Bromley.”   

SUCCESSFUL VISIT 
BY OUR MAYOR

Farewell to Derek

View from the chair

Season’s greetings to all our members 
and to all friends of our town twin-
ning link in Bromley and in Neuwied, 
and my thanks to all who have made 
a contribution to this successful year 
including the organisers of our an-
niversary concerts, of our exchange 
visit from Neuwied, and of a highly 
enjoyable garden party. Sporting and 
musical exchanges have been a par-
ticular feature of our activities this 
year. Next July, Neuwied will be the 
host for a major regional festival, the 
rheinland-Pfalz-Tag when the state of 
rhineland-Palatinate will show itself 

off to the world. There will be musi-
cal and other events and Bromley will 
be fully represented – BTTa will not 
be making an official visit then but a 
number of us will be going so, if you 
are interested in joining us, please let 
me know. Bromley’s talented young 
musicians, from the Bromley youth 
Music Trust, will be making a return 
visit earlier in July – i should like to 
pay tribute to the contribution that 
they continue to make to our town 
twinning, and especially to their 
Prinicipal, Michael Purton, who will 
be retiring at the end of the year. 

WE arE sad to record the death of 
Derek Powell who was a constant 
presence on many early mayoral visits 
to Neuwied as the Mayor’s driver and 
attendant.
 He continued his involvement after he 
retired and was a generous fundraiser. The 
Freundeskreis recognised his enthusiastic 
contribution to twinning by awarding 
him the Bromley Shield of Honour. 

Our picture shows Derek in full 
uniform and with handbell, making a 
public proclamation before the cutting of 
the red ribbon to mark the inauguration 
of Neuwied Way in Bromley, on May 
24, 1997. With him is the then Mayor 
of Bromley, Ingrid Buckley.

Derek’s death follows on the death of 
Brian Taylor earlier this year. Brian and 
his wife Susan were founder members of 
BTTA, held prominent offices in it and 
were closely involved in the very earliest 
discussions with Neuwied.

youngsters play Elgar 
and Vaughan Williams
yOuNg MuSiCiaNS from 
both Neuwied and Bromley 
performed an impressive 
concert at the langley Park 
Centre For The Performing 
arts on Sunday, October 6. 

The musicians of the Junge 
Philharmonie Neuwied had 
travelled from Germany to take 
part with their Bromley Youth 
Music Trust counterparts. 

Among the selection of music 
were works from Sir Edward 
Elgar, Vaughan Williams, and a 
selection from the musical My 
Fair Lady. 

Seen here is Andreas Weis, 
conductor of the Junge 
Philharmonie Neuwied.

The trust’s adult choir also 
took part alongside the young 
musicians.

...Friedhelm Erneth was present with other Neuwieders 
including Oberbürgermeister Nikolaus Roth. Friedhelm writes:

We were delighted to attend a 
second magnificent concert at 
the Langley Park centre.

After the brilliant combined 
Messiah Concert in April we 
were very impressed by the 
excellent performance of the 
BYMT Young Musicians and 
Junge Philharmonie Neuwied as 
well as the BYMT Adult Choir.

We appreciated it very much, 
having been welcomed as friends 

in the lounge by the BYMT – 
especially by Principal Michael 
Purton, Simon Sundermann and 
Jonathan Josephs.

After the concert it was a 
great pleasure for us to spend 
some time together with the 
musicians, Mayor Ernest Noad, 
Oberbürgermeister Nikolaus 
Roth and other friends of our 
town twinning at the social club 
near the Langley Park Centre.

WHY ‘MUTTI’ DOMINATES IN GERMANY
‘MuTTi’ Will take care of 
us. That was the theme of our 
annual lecture on October 16 
given by german journalist 
Werner Sabiers on germany’s 
future after angela Merkel’s 
election victory.

Mutti is the German for 
“Mummy” and that was why 
the Germans had voted for her 
as they believed she represented 
safety and security even though 
her party did not win an absolute 
majority, he said.

Werner Sabiers, left, with chairman 
Peter Brown at the lecture at Bromley 
Baptist Church


